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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 

Papers for submission to the West African Journal of Applied Ecology (WAJAE) should 

be written in English and should not exceed 8,000 words in total length. Papers should 

not have been submitted or be considered for submission for publication elsewhere. 

Ideas expressed in papers that are published in the Journal are entirely those of the 

authors and not those of the Editors. Papers submitted will be subjected to peer 

review before possible publication. Authors are encouraged to suggest names of two 

potential referees. They should, however, not be from the same Institute, nor should 

they have been at any time closely associated professionally with the author(s) of the 

paper being submitted. The Editorial Board regards these names as suggestions only, 

and is not obliged to use any or both of the proposed names. 

Papers for publication should be submitted to: 

 
The Editor 

editor-wajae@ug.edu.gh 

 
Copyright 

Authors publish in the Journal with the understanding that they assign their copyright to 

the West Africa Journal of Applied Ecology. 

 
Organization of Manuscripts 

Title page, indicating title, short running title, name of each author, and, for each 

author, position held and full address including the e-mail address. Please, 

indicate which address should be used for correspondence and reprints requests 

where there is more than one author. 

Abstract This should not exceed 250 words. The abstract should provide a brief summary 

of the basic content of the paper, including major methods used, results and 

deductions or conclusions. Avoid abbreviations and do not include tables and 

diagrams, and, unless absolutely necessary, references should be excluded. 

 

Introduction, to supply background information and references of earlier published 

reports related to the study, and provide the rationale for undertaking the study. 

Authors should avoid excessive references, particularly those not closely related to 

the study. 

Materials and methods, to provide sufficient technical information on approaches, 

materials and equipment, etc., used to obtain the results reported, such that the work 

could be duplicated by someone else. 

Results, This section should report only the findings, illustrated by Tables and Figures. 

Discussion, an interpretation of the results, and its relation to other previously published 

work on the subject, and must not be a recapitulation of results. 
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Acknowledgement, Indicate the source of 

any financial support or personal 

assistance received in carrying out the 

study. 

References, All citations and referencing 

should follow the APA style. 

Follow the styles shown in the examples 

below: 

Books 

Give the name of the author (last name 

followed by a comma, then the initials), the 

year of publication in brackets followed by 

a full stop, the title, the city and publisher. 

Single Author 

Berger, P. (1967). Religion as a sacred 

canopy. London: Random House. 

Multiple Authors 

Dodds, J. H., & Roberts, L. W. (1985). 

Experiments in plant tissue culture. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Edited Book 

McDowell, L. & Sharp, J. P. (Eds.) 

(1999). A feminist glossary of human 

geography. New York, NY: Oxford 

University Press. 

Book Chapter 

When listing a chapter in a book, the 

editor(s) of the book should be presented 

by providing their initials followed by their 

last names, as in the example below: 

Hammond, K. R., & Adelman, L. (1986). 

Science, values, and human judgment. In 

H. R. Arkes & K. R. Hammond (Eds.), 

Judgement and decision making: An 

interdisciplinary reader (pp. 127-143). 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 

Journal Article 

When entering a journal article, include the 

author(s), year of publication, the title of 

the article (using a sentence format, with 

no quotation marks), title of the journal 

(capitalizing the first letter of each major 

word in the title), volume number, issue 

number (if the journal has an issue number 

it should be followed by a colon): and the 

page numbers.  The journal name should 

be written in full. 

Holder, A. R. (1979). Women physicians 

and malpractice suits. Journal of the 

American Medical Women’s Association, 

34:39-240. 

 

Journal Article Accessed Online 

Bayer, J. (2010). Customer segmentation 

in the telecommunications industry. 

Journal of Database Marketing & 

Customer Strategy Management, 17: 247 

– 256. doi: 10.1057/dbm.2010.21 

An Article Accessed from a Website 

Weatherson, B. & Egan, A. (n.d.). 

Epistemic modals and epistemic modality. 

Retrieved from 

http://brian.weatherson.org/iemaem.pdf 

Note: If you think the internet source might 

change, include a retrieval date, as in the 

example below: 

Weatherson, B. & Egan, A. (n.d.). 

Epistemic modals and epistemic modality. 

Retrieved December 15, 2012, from 

http://brian.weatherson.org/iemaem.pdf. 

Illustrations and Tables, should be of 

high quality, and line drawing. They 

should be in a form suitable for 

reproduction without modification. 

Figures, photographs and tables should 

be added separately or inserted in the text. 

Lettering on axes and within figures 

should be clear and big enough to be 

legible even upon 50–75% reduction in 
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size. 

The author’s name, the figure number and 

indication of its proper orientation should 

be written lightly on the back of each figure. 

Photographs should be supplied as black- 

and-white, high contrast glossy prints. 

Colour plates may be inserted only if author 

agrees to pay for the expenses involved. 

Units 

All measures should be indicated in SI 

units. Where necessary they may be 

followed by the equivalent in traditional 

units in parenthesis. 

 

Reviews of Books 

Books and monographs will be reviewed 

by invited reviewers. They may be sent to 

the Editor. 

 

Notes to Authors 

Copyright material. Authors have the 

responsibility of ensuring that coauthors 

are in agreement with the form and 

submission of the manuscript, and for 

obtaining permission to quote material 

from copyright sources. 

Authors are not expected to make 

extensive modifications of manuscripts at 

this stage, otherwise they would be 

surcharged. Proofs sent to authors for 

correction should be returned within 

three days of receipt, together with any 

order for reprints. 

Acceptance of manuscripts for 

publication. Acceptance of a manuscript 

for publication will be communicated to 

the author, and whether any corrections 

or modifications are required to be made 

on the paper or not. Similarly, authors 

whose papers are rejected for publication 

will be notified. 

Language 

All manuscripts should be written in 

clear and concise language (using the 

British style). This will help editors and 

reviewers concentrate on the scientific 

content of papers and permit a rapid, 

smooth review process. Manuscripts that 

are accepted for publication will be 

checked by our copyeditors for 

consistency of spelling and WAJAE 

style.  

WAJAE currently does not support 

copyediting for any manuscripts 

submitted for review with poor English. 

Manuscripts which are found to have 

English language issues will not be sent 

for review and will be withdrawn or 

rejected. 

Ethical Responsibilities of Authors 

WAJAE is committed to upholding the 

integrity of the scientific record. Authors 

should refrain from misrepresenting 

research results that could damage the trust 

in the journal and ultimately the entire 

scientific endeavour.  

To do this, authors must ensure that: 

 The manuscript has not been published 

previously (partly or in full), unless the 

new work concerns an expansion of 

previous work.  

 No data have been fabricated or 

manipulated (including images) to 

support your conclusions 

 No data, text, or theories by others are 

presented as if they were the authors own 

(“plagiarism”). Proper 

acknowledgements to other works must 

be given (this includes material that is 

closely copied (near verbatim), 

summarized and/or paraphrased), 

quotation marks are used for verbatim 

copying of material, and permissions are 

secured for material that is copyrighted. 
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Disclosure of Potential Conflict of 

Interests 

Authors must disclose all relationships or 

interests that could influence or bias the 

work. Although an author may not feel 

there are conflicts, disclosure of 

relationships and interests affords a more 

transparent process, leading to an 

accurate and objective assessment of the 

work. Awareness of real or perceived 

conflicts of interests is a perspective to 

which the readers are entitled and is not 

meant to imply that a financial 

relationship with an organization that 

sponsored the research or compensation 

for consultancy work is inappropriate. 

 

All inquires as well as questions about 

content, context, or manuscript type 

should be addressed to the editorial 

office: editor-wajae@ug.edu.gh  
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